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Boat Handling Policy

Aim
The aim of this policy is to communicate the requirements for Boat Handlers of the Adelaide
University Scuba Club (AUSC).
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Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club

1 Background

Boat Handlers are responsible for the safety of all personnel on the vessel.

2 Revision
This policy is to be maintained and reviewed by the AUSC Committee.

3 Application

This policy applies to all Boat Handlers, and all members who attend AUSC activities on an AUSC
Boat.

4 Boat handler requirement

In order for a boat handler to be allowed to take an AUSC boat, they must be an Approved Boat
Handler as per AUSC Boat Handler Requirements Policy.

5 Definitions
AUSC: The Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club Inc.

AUSC Tow Vehicle: AUSC vehicle owned by AUSC used to tow an AUSC Boat
Tow Vehicle: Any vehicle used to tow an AUSC Boat

Approved Tower: A Driver approved for driving the AUSC Tow Vehicle or a Driver under instruction
for the purpose of becoming an Approved Tower

Boat Handler: An Approved Boat Handler, in accordance with the AUSC Boat Handler Requirements
Policy

AUSC Boat: A Boat owned by AUSC

6 Planning a dive
The boat handler must be comfortable with the conditions over the expected duration of the dive.

The weather should be checked prior to the day, and again the morning of the dive. Tides should
also be reviewed.

Charts should be reviewed for new dive sites and locations.

Table 6-1 details the maximum occupancy and payload limits specified on the boat’s Australian
Builders Plate (ABP) when accounting for engine weight. For club diving operations, the AUSC
capacity calculator must be used to account for the additional weight of SCUBA diving equipment.

Table 6-1 Boat requirements

Boat Standard Max Weight Offshore or Adverse® Max Weight
People or Equipment People or Equipment
Blue Deuvil 19 people or 1575kg 12 people* or 1180kg

A Wind exceeding Beaufort Force 6 (49 km/h or 27 knots) or seas above 2.1m is considered operating in adverse
conditions per manufacturer certification.

* Manufacturer certification not specified on APB
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To ensure club boat dives are not conducted at a financial loss, a boat dive trip may only proceed if
there are a minimum of four divers paying (that is, excluding the use of credits such as towing or
previous boat-sitting)

Dive Activity Leaders are to reasonably consider vehicle fuel required, boat fuel consumption, and
ramp fees against boat dive fees collected. For example, it is not economical to take just four divers
to Marion Bay or the Zanoni for a dive.

/ Boat equipment
It is the Boat Handler’s responsibility to ensure, pre-launch, that the boat has the following:

e All equipment mandated by the Harbours and Navigation Act 1993,

o Afull club tank of oxygen and oxygen administration equipment reserved for medicinal use
(i.e. not to be used as a source during diving);

e Sufficient charged Shark Shields;

e Sufficient fuel and a conservative reserve;

e Diver below flag; and

e  Well-stocked medical kit.

On boat dives deeper than 22m, a hang tank should be secured in the vicinity of the anchor, mooring
or ascent/descent line at a depth of approximately 6m.

If the boat is intending to be used on a night dive, then the boat handler should also check that all
necessary operating lights are working. Boat Handlers shall ensure Life Jackets are worn by all
persons on board for operations between Sunset and Sunrise.

8 Boat induction
All passengers must be briefed on the location and nature of all emergency equipment on board the

dive boat prior to launch. It is the Boat Handler’s responsibility to ensure, pre-launch, that every
diver:

e |s familiar with the boat, safety equipment and operation of safety equipment;
e Has a surface marker buoy (mandatory equipment for all club boat dives), and
e Has any extra equipment necessary to safely carry out the dive, such as torch etc.

9 Responsibilities

9.1 Pre-launch
It is the Boat Handler’s responsibility to:

e Run through the AUSC boat checklist including checks for towing oversized vs deflated;

e Conduct a pre-launch visual inspection of the boat;

e Carry out all reasonable checks to ensure the boat is seaworthy and fuelled;

e Check engine management screen to ensure no active errors are being displayed

e Ensure member who is towing the boat is an Approved Tower in accordance with the AUSC
Towing Policy and that appropriate pre towing checks are done;

e Ensure that all passengers have been briefed in a boat induction;

e Ensure that the boat is not overloaded; and

e (Cancel a boat activity if conditions cause the activity to be unsafe or are beyond the skills of
the operator.
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9.2 Postlaunch / underway
It is the Boat Handler’s responsibility to:

Ensure that all equipment, including club and personal dive equipment is securely stowed
for transit to the dive site;
Check in with the local monitoring organisation, ideally using the fitted VHF Marine Radio to
confirm functionality of the radio.
Show a Diver Below flag during diving;
If the boat operator is the only participant with a boat operator license and appropriate
experience to operate the boat, then the boat operator is to ensure that another participant
has been sufficiently briefed such that they can operate the boat in an emergency. This
might include:
o Stopping outside the marina and switching off the engine,
o Coaching the alternate boat operator through:
=  Procedure for casting off the anchor line if required to move to a diver at the
surface, potentially while divers remain below,
=  Starting the engine,
= Engaging the engine and moving to a diver some distance away,
= Approaching a diver in the water with particular reference to low boat
speed, and hull and propeller awareness,
= Returning to the anchor line with slow approach or remaining some distance
away and ready to approach when appropriate (judgement required), and
= Securing the anchor line.
Abort a boat activity if conditions cause the activity to be unsafe or are beyond the skills of
the operator;
Ensure that all marine catches are conducted in accordance with prevailing catch limits and
other requirements; and

If checked in, upon approaching the boat recovery site, check out with the local monitoring
organisation.

9.3 Post recovery
It is the Boat Handler’s responsibility to:

Upon returning the boat to the club, conduct a visual inspection of the boat.
Ensure the boat, trailer and equipment are washed, paying particular regard to:
o Engine cowling and mount is rinsed thoroughly and cowling is sponged dry; and
o Engine is properly flushed noting a proper flush is between 5 to 10 minutes; and
o Console and console equipment is lightly rinsed and sponged ; and
o Shark Shields are rinsed and placed in the equipment room near the re-charging
point to dry. Please note that the contacts on a Shark Shield must be dry before
connecting the main unit to the charger; and
o The trailer is thoroughly washed paying special attention to places salt accumulates.
Washing must include the full frame, rollers, and behind the wheels. Some of these
places take time to clean and should not be rushed as severe damage will result if
washing of these places is neglected.
Before boat is in the shed, ensure the anchor light and VHF antenna are folded down.
After boat is in the shed, chock the trailer wheels and release air from trailer brakes.
Carry out all reasonable checks to ensure the boat is undamaged and identify any issues.
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e Promptly notify the AUSC Boating Officer of any actual or suspected damage to the boat,
and of any incident that might have caused damage even if damage was not found.

10 Surface management

The dive boat is never to be left unattended on the surface during dive activities. If more than one
AUSC Boat are anchored at the one location and tied up together, it is permissible for one person to
attend to both boats.

Refer AUSC Boat Sitting Policy for further information with minding the boat.

11 Boat Fuel Requirements

Blue Devil has a fuel capacity of 285 litres with the fuel inlet located on the bow. The approved fuel
is Unleaded 91 Petrol. While Unleaded 95 or 98 petrol will also work in the rare event 91 petrol is
not available it is not required and will only increase the cost of fuelling the boat.

Petrol marketed as E10 or E94 or petrol that contains methanol or ethanol as strictly banned for
use on Blue Devil. These fuels are typically found at the United brand of petrol stations and some of
the more independent petrol stations. They will cause corrosion of metal parts, deterioration on of
rubber or plastic parts, fuel permeation through the rubber fuel lines, and possible phase separation
where water and alcohol separate from the fuel over time.

12 Document control

Revision Person Comments
(Date)
0 Author: David Warren Document released to club membership.
(13/10/2015) Reviewed: Committee (via Note: Split sections from Diving chapter, and club boat
Meeting 13/10/2015) familiarisation section from Training chapter. Also split chapters
Approved: David Warren between boat handler requirements (discusses development and
approval of boat handlers), and actual trip planning boat handling
duties.

Integrated SOP 1 Boat Equipment — Day Dive (developed by Tim
Brown), SOP 2 Boat Equipment — Night Dive (developed by Tim
Brown), and SOP 4 Boat Operator Responsibilities into policy.

1 Author: Tim Brown Para 5. Amend Max POB on boats.
24/09/2021 Reviewed: Committee (via Para 5. Specify minimum boat fees payable before a boat dive trip
emails 05 & 09 Sept 2021) may proceed.
Approved: Committee (via
Meeting 13/10/2021)

2 Author: Tim Brown 7. Boat operator to include reference to SMB requirement in diver
19/08/2022 Reviewed: Committee (via induction.
emails ) 8.2. Boat operator to coach inexperienced alternate operator
Approved: through procedure for picking up a distant diver.
3 Author: Jade Bruggeling & Remove Vitamin Sea and added Blue Devil details
17/06/2026 Jack Morelli General format update with added definitions
Reviewed: Committee (via Added Blue Devil Fuel Requirements
Meeting 30/04/2026) Updated required safety equipment checklist to 2025 version

Approved: Jade Bruggeling | Added capacity calculation sheet for Blue Devil
Added existing critical response plan as an appendix
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Appendix A Required boat safety equipment

Reference: South Australian Recreational Boating Safety Handbook (as at August 2025)

Required safety equipment checklists

Protected Semi-protected Unprotecied
Waters Waters Waters

Required safety equipment

Vessels less than 8 metres long

v/ Level 100 \/ Level 100
or above or above

Approved lifejacket per person »
Bucket with line attached or bilge pump(s)

Fire bucket

One approved fire extinguisher
(if engine fitted or cooking facilities on board)

Anchor and cable

if operating
at night

v
v
v
v
v
v

NENENENEN

Waterproof and buoyant torch
Approved compass fitted to the vessel
Four litres fresh water

N

Two approved flares and smoke signals
Marine radio

Paddles/oars
(if your vessel is under six metres)

Vessels 8 metres long and over

SN ANENENENANENENENEN

><@=2m G Do Wi

\

R

22 Approved lifejacket per person A v VLol level 100
@. Bucket with line attached and bilge pump(s) v v/ twobailers v/ two bailers
W  Fire bucket< v v v

B e T S v v v

$-  Anchorand cable v v twot v’ two
@  Waterproof and buoyant torch v/ Gopeming v

U Approved compass fitted to the vessel v

&  Fourlitres fresh water v

"?\ Two approved flares and smoke signals v v

S Marine radio v

Q  Lifebuoy with line v v v

Additional equipment for all vessels regardless of length in prescribed unprotected waters i.e.:

« more than three nautical miles from shore, except in inland waters, in Lakes Alexandrina and Albert; or
* more than five nautical miles from shore in Guif of St Vincent or Spencer Gulf

f EPIRB (Radio Distress Beacon) v
B Vsheet v
* more than ten nautical miles from shore.

@ Two approved rocket parachute flares v
Chart of the area of water v

If your vessel is over 15 metres in length you are required to carry an exira lifebuoy with line and a life raft.

*

or another type of propulsion  # If vessel is under 12 metres, second anchor can be carried as a spare

~ specific legislation applies to wearing of lifejackets — see table under When to wear a lifejacket Chapter 3 Safety on the Water
< If you have a bucket with a line attached on board you do not require an additional fire bucket. The bucket with a line attached
serves the same purpose as a fire bucket.
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Capacity Calculator

Appendix B
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Appendix C

" Incident Occurs J

Risk to Life?
Emergency?

CALL 000
or VHF distress call

4

/ pt

_Possibility of . Yes
< Decomprassion \H Administer Oxygen

. llness?
™ -

{Administer First Aid J

A4

- hY
Call Diver Emergency

Yes
Minor Injuries

|No

J

|Service 1800 088 200

——>» Administer First Aid

!

Refer to Medical

!

Extract Casualty to

Attention

Critical Dive Incident and Response Plan

) v

-

Medical Treatment if
Necessary

Tag out club equipment used by
casualty

Accompany Casualty to Medical
Treatment (or delegate)

v

Notify Emergency Contact

) y
Ask witnesses to record their
recollection of incident

v

Record your recollection of
incident

v

Notify President or Vice
President as soon as practicable
(within 12hrs)via SMS or Instant
Message

v

v :

Submit incident report via
incident reporting form.
VP to notify AUSF of major

injuries within 24hrs

v

VP to notify Commitee of major
injuries within 24hrs

v

VP collate report and witness )
statements and present to

-

committee at next meeting.
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