c/- AU Sport & Fitness, University of Adelaide, SA 5005

Child Safe Environment Policy

Aim
The aim of this policy is to provide an environment that protects young people and children who
utilise the shared facility spaces and club spaces in which AUSC operates.
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Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club

1 Background

Everyone involved within AUSC has a responsibility to care and protect any children (those under the
age of 18 years of age) who utilise the shared facility spaces and club spaces in which AUSC operates.
This policy outlines AUSC’s commitment to providing and maintaining child safe environments in line
with the Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017 and the Child Safety (Prohibited Persons) Act
2016.

AUSC is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all young people and children who utilise the
shared facility spaces and club spaces in which AUSC operates . We support the rights of the child
and will act without hesitation to ensure a child safe environment is always maintained. We also
support the rights and wellbeing of our staff and volunteers and encourage their active participation
in building and maintaining a secure shared environment.

2 Revision
This policy is to be maintained and reviewed by the AUSC Committee.

3 Application

This policy applies to all members at all times.

4 Definitions
AUSC — Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club

AUSF — Adelaide University Sport and Fitness

Member Protection Information Officers (MPIOs) — persons responsible for providing information
and options to an individual making a complaint or raising a concern, as well as giving support during
the process.

Child Safe Officers — persons responsible for advice and awareness training within the club, having
attained certain competencies. They can also be the first point of contact for members who have
concerns about a child or young person within the organisation or group.

Shared Facility Spaces — buildings or facilities occupied by more than one club or user group (e.g.
West Beach Recreation Hub). This does not include the AUSC Club Shed which is covered by an
exclusive access agreement.

Club Spaces — buildings or facilities used by the club for club-endorsed activities. This includes the
club shed, boats, vehicles and spaces (e.g. camp-sites or accommodation) used for club-endorsed
activities.

Prescribed Position — any paid or volunteer role where it is reasonably foreseeable that an individual
will work with children or young person in the ordinary course of their duties. AUSC Committee are
the only positions currently defined as prescribed positions.

5 Junior Memberships
AUSC does not provide membership for people under the age of 18 years.
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6 Taking and using images of children

Images of children have the potential to be used inappropriately or illegally. AUSC members are not
to take images of shared facility or club space users under the age of 18 years without written
consent of a parent or guardian. The privacy of others is to be respected and camera phones, videos
and cameras are not to be used in shared facility or club space changing areas, showers and toilets.

AUSC does not generally use or publish images of children as part of its activities or promotions.
Where an AUSC executive committee member determines that the use of an image is appropriate
and in good faith, the image must be relevant and depict the child in a suitable and respectful
manner that promotes the activity and its achievements. AUSC will, wherever reasonably
practicable, avoid identifying children by name and will not publish both a child’s first name and
surname together. Personal information or other identifying details will not be published without
the consent of a parent or guardian, recognising that such information may create child safety risks.

7 Interacting with children

While AUSC does not provide memberships for people under the age of 18 years, it recognises
incidental interactions with children and young people under 18 may still occur in shared facility
spaces and club spaces. Children and young people under the age of 18 should not be approached
and if an interaction is required (for example to move vehicles out the way) it must be done in public
view and in the presence of another club member.

8 Social Media

AUSC uses social media platforms, including Facebook and Instagram, to communicate with
members, promote club activities and engage with the broader community.

All content published through AUSC's official social media accounts must be appropriate for a
diverse audience and consistent with the platform's terms of use and community standards.

While AUSC does not offer membership to persons under the age of 18 questions on how the club
operates and activities on offer may still occur via public enquiries, social media engagement, club
email, community events, and interactions with other clubs that utilise shared facility spaces.

Any communication with children or young people under the age of 18 years must:

. occur only through official club communication channels;

. relate to legitimate club business;

. be professional, respectful and age-appropriate; and

. be limited to the information required to respond to the enquiry.

Club officials, volunteers and members must not initiate or maintain ongoing one-on-one
communication with children or young people through personal social media accounts, private
messaging applications or other private electronic communication channels.

Where a child or young person makes direct contact with the club through an official social media
account or communication channel, the interaction should be managed transparently and, where
appropriate, moved to a communication method that includes a parent, guardian, responsible adult
or another authorised club representative.
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AUSC also maintains a private Facebook Group for communication with members and those
connected to SCUBA Diving in South Australia. This group is not intended for those under the age of
18 and appropriate screening questions should be in place to minimise the risk of children and young
people gaining access to the group.

Any concerns regarding inappropriate electronic communication involving a child or young person
must be reported in accordance with the club's Handling Complaints Policy and Communications
Policy.

9 Volunteer Selection and Training

AUSC will take reasonable steps to ensure that it engages suitable and appropriate people to work
with children in prescribed positions.

This may be achieved in conjunction with AUSF using a range of screening measures such as Working
with Children Checks , signed declarations, referee checks, and other relevant background checks.
Such measures will aim to minimise the likelihood of engaging (or retaining) people who are
unsuitable to work with children.

10 Contractors and External Service Providers

AUSC will take reasonable steps to ensure that contractors engaged to access shared facility spaces
are suitable and appropriate for the environment in which they will be operating. This may include
the use of screening tool such as Working with Children Checks or other general background checks
depending on the assessed risk.

Alternatively, AUSC may seek to schedule contractor access to access shared facility spaces at times
when major activities or events involving persons under 18 years of age are not occurring, so as to
minimise incidental interactions between contractors and children within said shared facility spaces.

11 Inductions and Code of Conduct

AUSC currently does not accept membership for children and young people under 18 and therefore
has no requirement to fill a Child Safe Officer role.

AUSF will be first point of call for AUSC on child safe issues and will defer to AUSF for all child safety
related policies, procedures, concerns, and complaints.

Should AUSC’s membership categories change to include children and young people under 18, AUSC
must appoint a Child Safe Officer.

12 Report and respond appropriately to suspected abuse and neglect

AUSC, with the support of AUSF’s training programs and policy framework, will ensure that
volunteers in prescribed positions are equipped to identify and appropriately respond to children
who may be at risk of harm. AUSC will also ensure that volunteers in prescribed positions
understand their obligations under applicable legislation where they form a reasonable suspicion
that a child has been, or is being, abused or neglected.

AUSC acknowledges that certain club members and volunteers may be classified as mandated
reporters and, as a result, may carry additional legal reporting obligations and responsibilities. AUSC
recognises the complexity of these obligations and will provide support in fulfilling their
responsibilities where appropriate.
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If any member feels another member or organisation who is utilising part of the shared facility
spaces or club spaces AUSC operates in is acting inappropriately towards a child or young person
under the age of 18 they must make an internal complaint. Please refer to our Handling Complaints
Policy.

13 References
AUSF — Essential Club Documents Landing Page, accessed 01/07/2026,

https://www.adelaideunisport.com.au/clubsupport/essential-club-documents

South Australia Government — Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017,

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=/c/a/children%20and%20young%20people%20(s
afety)%20act%202017

South Australia Government — Child Safety (Prohibited Persons) Act 2016,

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/lz?path=%2FC%2FA%2FCHILD%20SAFETY%20(PROHIBITE
D%20PERSONS)%20ACT%202016

14 Document control

Revision Person Comments
(Date)
0 Author: David Warren Document released to club membership.

(13/10/2015) Reviewed: Committee (via
Meeting 13/10/2015)
Approved: David Warren

1 Author: Tim Brown Amended letterhead to AU Sport & Fitness
30 Mar 2023
2 Author: Jade Bruggeling e  Added AUSC and AUSF to definitions
21 Jun 2026 Reviewed: Committee (via e Amended child protection acts to current acts
Messenger 19/06/2026) e  Changed focus to shared facility spaces and club spaces
Approved: Jade Bruggeling e  Removed under 18 transportation requirements
21/06/2026 e Amended policy to align with being an exclusive 18+ club

e  Added clarification members should not interact with
children without a witness or out of public view

e Added clarification under 18 communications if required
must be via official club accounts that are trackable

e Added requirements for contractors

e Amended references to current legalisation and AUSF
policy landing page
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