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1 Introduction
Every year between the months of May and September, thousands of Giant Australian Cuttlefish
(Sepia apama) descend on the rocky coastline between Fitzgerald Bay and False Bay. These amazing
‘chameleons of the sea’ are one of the largest species of cuttlefish found in the world; and can reach
up to 60 cm in length and can weigh up to 5 kg.
(Whyalla Vistor Center)
In recent history, speculation of extinction has come upon this population with rapid declines in
numbers of individuals presenting themselves. Numbers are showing a healthy increase in recent
years from 2016.
The following guide provides important information for those attending trips to Whyalla. The list is
not exhaustive – if you need any additional information, ask someone on the committee, or who has
been before.

Figure 1-1 Point Lowly Lighthouse (Whyalla Tourist Centre, 1997)
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2 Location
The trip from Adelaide is approximately 400 km as per Figure 2-1, and you should allow yourself a
travel time of 4.5-5 hours.

Figure 2-1 Allow 4.5 to 5 hours to arrive to Whyalla from Adelaide.

Directions are:








Travel along Port Wakefield Road (294.6 km):
o Follow the signs to Port Augusta;
Continue along Victoria Parade, Port Augusta (3.1 km);
Continue along Eyre Hwy, Port Augusta West (25.1 km);
Continue along Lincoln Hwy, Port Augusta West (38.7 km):
o Follow the signs to Whyalla;
o Watch out for Kangaroos on the highway (especially around sunset);
Turn left onto Port Bonython Rd, Whyalla (23.8 km), see Figure 2-2 for more detail:
o Sign to Point Lowly / Douglas Point, about 12 km before Whyalla;
Continue along Port Bonython Rd, and arrive at Point Lowly:
o Santos’ fractionation plant (approximately 3 km from Point Lowly) is to the right;
o Continue going past the boat ramp, and the lighthouse cottages are on the
peninsula.
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Figure 2-2 Port Bonython, Point Lowly and Coastal Scenic Drive (Whyalla City Council)
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2.1 Accommodation
Adelaide University Scuba Club (AUSC)
usually stays at Point Lowly Lighthouse
cottages (Figure 2-3), close to the Point
Lowly Lighthouse. Two cottages are
available, with a total of 58 beds. Each
cottage has all amenities with
cooking/dining and cleaning equipment
and toiler and showers suitable for
disabled people. There is an electric
barbecue and outside camp fire area
(wood not supplied).
No pets are allowed, and the departure
time for the cottages is 2:00 p.m.

Figure 2-3 Point Lowly Lighthouse Cottages (An, 2008)

Figure 2-4 Cottage layout

Whyalla Trip Guide Rev0

Page 6

Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club

3 Finances
A deposit of $20 is generally required to confirm your attendance, however this can vary depending
on the trip. The Trip Organiser can advise. If more people wish to attend than there are positions
available, it will be ‘first paid – first in’.
The costs for trips are:



Accommodation: $35 /night (or relevant price as advertised in the club trip organisation);
and
Equipment Hire: Normal prices.
o All equipment is yours for the whole trip as per weekly hire fees. If hiring tanks, you
will only require to pay once, then pay for each air fill.

Payments will be collected on the last night of your stay, or otherwise the first Thursday following
the trip at the AUSC club rooms.
Direct deposits to the club’s bank account will be accepted with proof of receipt. The club’s bank
details are:





Bank SA
Account name: Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club
Account BSB: 105‐120
Account Number: 0203‐07040

Please send the AUSC Treasurer at treasurer@adelaidescuba.com also a receipt of your transfer.
Any non-member wishing to snorkel or dive must be a member of the club for insurance purposes
(membership can be applied for online).

It is unlikely that the Club will take the boat(s) or compressor trailer, as the diving is shallow and
multiple dives can be conducted on single tanks. Should the Club take these assets, then further
prices will apply:




Air fills (if filled using club compressor trailer): $5 per air fill;
Towing Fee to offset the higher cost of fuel for those towing the boats/compressor; and
Dives: Normal pricing: $20 for a single dive, $30 for a double per day (standard club fee).
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4 Diving
As the cuttlefish lay their eggs around the rocky coastline, scuba diving is very shallow (maximum
depth of 5 m). Consequently, diving is ideal for beginners, and even snorkelers can join in the fun.
Accessing these areas for a shore dive can sometimes be slightly challenging due to the rocks.
(Diving: Whyalla Sports Divers Club Inc., 2007)

The water temperature is typically around 10-15°C, so a thick wetsuit is a must (or alternatively a dry
suit).

Figure 4-1 Whyalla cuttlefish spawning areas (2002)

4.1 Shore Sites
AUSC will conduct various shore dives during the weekend. Three dive spots have been suggested by
the Whyalla Sports Divers Club (2007), and are reprinted here for your information.
Take the road to Point Lowly/Port Bonython travel approximately 16 km along the road until you see
the turn off along the dirt road to Black Point (the turn off is on the right hand side of the road).

4.1.1 Stony Point
Along the road you will see a ramp, clearing and bush car park.
Make your way down to the water, swim out to the sand line
and commence your dive. Maximum depth will be
approximately 8 m. Here you will find lots of ledges where the
cuttlefish tend hang around and do their thing. Visibility during
winter is generally very good, 5-10 metres.

4.1.2 Black Point

Figure 4-2 Giant cuttlefish eggs (My

Continue along the road till you come to the stairway that leads Favourite Escapes 2018)
to Black Point. Make your way down the stairs to the beach.
Entry at this point can be quite tricky, due to the slippery rocks. Expect to dive to a depth of 4-6 m.
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The bottom here is sandy, and there is a fair bit of berry weed in the area. Besides seeing a lot of
cuttlefish expect to see moonlighters, long snouted boarfish, strongies, small snapper, yellow tailed
kingfish and tamar.

4.1.3 Fence Line
Continue along the dirt road from Black Point until you
come to the Fence Line, this is where you will find the
recycled plastic board walk and viewing platform, most
local divers would consider this spot the best to see the
Giant Cuttlefish. Entry is great at high tide, as there are not
as many rocks to climb over. At this point you will be able
to see Cuttlefish from the moment that you enter the
water. Expect to dive to a depth of 1-5 m. During cuttlefish
season this is what you are mainly going to see in this
Figure 4-3 Divers at Fence Line (photo by Tom
Campbell)
area, but what a treat you are in for, try counting the
cuttlefish, I bet you will not have enough fingers and
toes!!! May see some Fitzgerald Bay dolphins that frequent the area looking for a great big feed of
cuttlefish too.
Always wear footwear in the water in this area as there are a lot of Sea Urchins, and a Sea Urchin
spike in the foot is not pleasant.

4.2 Kingfish Pens
Previous trips have had a boat dive organised to dive the kingfish pens in the area. Figure 4-4 shows
a fisherman with a Whyalla Kingfish Farm.

Figure 4-4 Kingfish Farm in Whyalla (White 2008)
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5 What to Bring
This list has largely been adapted from the “Survival Guide to Easter 08”, compiled by Andrea
Gordan.

5.1 Clothing
Pack warm clothes for Whyalla. Here is a guide of the basics of what clothing to bring along:













Underwear;
Socks;
Long pants (tracksuit pants, jeans etc.);
T-shirts;
Long sleeved top;
Warm jumper;
Hat;
Bathers;
Beanie / Gloves;
Weatherproof jacket;
Thongs (public showers);
Sneakers or boots.

5.2 Toiletries








Sunscreen;
Deodorant;
Shampoo/conditioner;
Soap;
Toothbrush and toothpaste;
Towel for showers;
Small first aid kit (band aids, antiseptic cream, Panadol and Berocca etc.).

5.3 Food
Whyalla is a 60 km round trip, so try to avoid it if possible. As mentioned under Section 2.1, there are
BBQ facilities available. The following is a guide as to what to take to fill the belly after all that diving!









2 x 1 litre water bottles minimum (rainwater is available);
Breakfast for each day:
o Examples of easy but nutritious breakfasts to start the day are tinned or fresh fruit,
pre packed porridge, baked beans etc.;
Tea/coffee/hot chocolate;
Snacks:
o Nuts, fruit, muesli bars etc.;
Lunches for each day:
o Things that do not need to be kept cold such as tinned tuna and dry biscuits are
good;
Dinner for each night:
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o



After a long day of diving with your first bevy in hand, it is nice to have something to
nibble on. If you would like to bring something to contribute to a nibble platter such
as a dip and biscuits or cheese etc. it is a nice way to bring the group together. Plus if
you are a newbie to the group the best way to win friends is with the best nibbles!
o Following this, filling and warm dinner examples are things such as pasta and sauce,
BBQ or whatever your imagination can conjure up. Pre-cooking food such as a curry
that can be reheated and served up with rice is another idea;
Alcoholic beverages (not compulsory).

5.4 Utensils
The cottages have kitchens, and there is a large fridge, cooking equipment, cutlery and crockery
provided. Miscellaneous items that may help include:




Tea towel to wash up your dishes (detergent will be provided as part of the sundries);
Fold-up chair;
Pegs (clothes line available).

5.5 Bedding




Sleeping bag;
Pillow;
Torch (spare batteries).

5.6 Diving Equipment
AUSC are not taking the boats, nor the compressors. If you do need a refill, head to Whyalla, but
with two tanks and the shallow diving, two tanks will probably last. Also bring the following:









Wetsuit/drysuit;
Mask;
Snorkel;
Fins;
Boots;
Taupaline for gearing up to avoid sand in equipment;
Torch (optional), spare batteries;
Towel for after dives.

(All equipment can be hired from AUSC prior to the event. No hire equipment will be brought to the
venue unless hired prior. Club rooms are open on Thursday nights from 6:30-7:30 p.m., or on
request by a committee member. It is recommended that you have your own mask, snorkel and
fins.)
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