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June Long Weekend 
Coobowie Trip & Cocktail Night 

(Demons & Angels) 9-11 June 
 

Kim Speziali 
 
The annual pilgrimage to ‘the leg’ started 
with a number of keen divers arriving on 
Friday night.  Firstly to get the fires going 
for the rest of us slow starters, pick the best 
bed spots and most importantly be there 
ready for a dive first thing the following 
morning.  Saturday saw reasonable weather 
so a morning dive took place at the much 
beloved Edithburgh Jetty (what would a 
June long weekend trip be without a dive at 
Edithburgh?).  A pleasant dive was had, with 
the usual suspects showing themselves for 
divers to get a couple snaps.  Midday saw 
the arrival of more divers and would be 
party goers.  Off to Wool Bay Jetty was the 
decision so the morning divers could finish 
their tanks.  Another good dive, with 
sightings of four or more Leafy Seadragons 
(a number of those juveniles) providing 
ample photo opportunities and just sheer 
pleasure.  Although as I discovered after the 
dive in my excited state and ramblings of 
“wow how cool was all those leafies!” with 
the response from my so called dive buddies 
“what leafies?”  Not all of us got to share the 
pleasure or a dive together.  Who did I dive 
with?  Thank you to whom ever it was for 
being my buddies and looking after me. 
 

 
 

 
 
The afternoon was moving fast with the 
build of excitement for the impending 
Cocktail Night (O.K. it was probably only 
me that was getting excited, but I don’t get 
out as much as I use too!).  Back to the club 
rooms to clean our gear from the days 
diving, tidy up ourselves and start preparing 
for the first round of cocktails.  Everyone 
pitched in and helped with blowing up the 
balloons and hanging them from the ceiling.  
It was then time for people to get dressed up 
and head off to the hotel for dinner and pre-
cocktail beers (and to let the bar and catering 
staff finish off the finer details of 
preparation, for example open a bottle of 
wine!).  Previous years sees party goers in 
all their finery and costumes head off to the 
local pub to provide the locals with a bit of 
light entertainment.  However, this year 
there seemed to be some distrust of us oldies 
(but goodies) in believing us, that “yes you 
have to go to the pub dressed up”, so this 
was done on return to the research station.  
Cocktail Party 2007 was underway. 
 
Due to getting a better gig this year our 
regular bartender (Dave “that drinks not too 
strong” Fielder) was replaced with Fairy 
Trent and Demon Luddy (as seen below). 
 



 
 
The evening started out pleasantly enough 
(as the cocktail nights usually do until they 
degenerate) and everyone got into the spirit 
of this year’s theme, demons and angels.  
Even CJ made an effort to get dressed up 
and we had (which I think were the winners, 
if we were doing that) Emily and Dean for 
thinking outside the square and coming 
along as ‘Angel’ fish and blue ‘Devils’.  
Good effort. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Much light chit chat was humming around 
the room as the bartenders kept the drinks 
flowing and people got to know each other.  
Not much else to elude too, for as they say 
“what happens on cocktail night stays on 
cocktail night”.  You will just have to come 
to the next one to see what it’s all about.  
Many thanks to Trent and Luddy for their 
efforts of keeping everyone well lubricated 
for the whole evening.  There were many 
new faces at this year’s cocktail night and 
it’ll be great to see them come back again. 
 
Sunday, recovery day saw everyone in a 
pretty good state considering, and with the 
weather still holding out divers went in all 
directions; Port Giles, Point Turton, Wool 
Bay, Edithburgh Jetty, etc.  Point Turton 
displayed the most number of Ornate 
Cowfish in one spot, on one dive I’ve come 
across.  They are however not the most 
photogenic of sea creatures and I managed to 
get many tail shots.  
 

 



 

 
 
Sunday late afternoon a few brave souls 
decided to do a night dive at Edithburgh 
Jetty.  Personally I think it was a way of 
getting out of doing the Sunday roast for 
dinner.  Again we were blessed with pretty 
good weather, cold, very cold, but calm.  
And we were lucky enough to have a 
volunteer for jetty sitting.  Yes there is such 
a thing as jetty sitting, this means when you 
come up from your dive and you no longer 
have feelings in any part of your extremities 
someone is there to give you hot soup and 
love (only if you want the loving part that is, 
otherwise the soup on it’s own is pretty 
good!).  I thought the dive was awesome, but 
that’s because I saw a dumpling squid (if 
you know me you’ll understand, if not come 
diving with me when I see a dumpling 
squid). 
 

 
 
 

And to top the day off the Sunday recovery 
roast was a great hit thanks to Luddy and 
Brendan.  Monday saw everyone heading off 
at different times before or after sneaking a 
quick dive in.  Thank you to everyone who 
made the weekend run so smoothly and for 
pitching in filling tanks, doing the dishes, 
stoking the fire, cleaning up, cooking dinner, 
bartending, and everything else.  Special 
thanks to President Lizzie for organising the 
nibbles for cocktail night and Sunday roast 
even though she was too sick to make it for 
the weekend. 
 
Photographs by Kim Speziali 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Whyalla Cuttlefish Trip 
July 2007 

 
Paul Bierman 

 
It was a cool, wet and windy July afternoon 
as AUSC members departed Adelaide for 
one of the year’s most anticipated club trips 
to Whyalla. We were headed for the cold 
waters of northern Spencer Gulf to 
experience the annual Giant Cuttlefish 
spawning, which each winter lures divers 
from all across the country. Each year 
between May and September Giant 
Australian Cuttlefish from all around the 
state migrate to the rocky shores of northern 
Spencer Gulf for the sole purpose of 
spawning. The Giant Australian Cuttlefish 
are one of the largest species of cuttlefish in 
the world and can grow up to 60 cm 
weighing 5 kg. The cuttlefish mate by 
locking tentacles while the males fertilize 
the females’ eggs, which she later places 
underneath a rocky ledge. Cuttlefish only 
spawn once in their lifetime and die shortly 
after spawning.    
 
On arrival in Whyalla we checked into the 
Whyalla Foreshore Caravan Park and then a 
few headed to the Spencer Hotel and 
enjoyed a nice quiet pub meal while others 
stayed in at the caravan park and enjoyed 
some takeaway. It was a rather tame night 
for all as we were keen to get a good night 
sleep before the excitement of diving with 
the Cuttlefish in the morning.  
 
We woke on Saturday morning to a rather 
disappointing site of 30 knot south-easterly 
winds resulting in quite significant waves 
crashing ashore. Despite this, all divers 
loaded the cars and left the campsites for the 
dive sites at Port Bonython. We checked out 
a few of the favourite spots such as ‘the 
fence line’ and ‘black point’ but were very 
disappointed at the size of the waves 
crashing onto shore, making it very 
hazardous for a shore entry. Gary bravely 

entered to water in search of cuttlefish, but 
after returning without spotting any it was 
decided that we would find another site to 
dive. The convoy of cars drove to the other 
side of the SANTOS refinery to the northern 
side of Port Bonython by the lighthouse.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



After arriving at the site another group of 
divers were just exiting the water and after 
confirming the presence of cuttlefish in the 
water we eagerly got our gear together and 
got into the 13 degree water. The dive site 
was mostly sheltered from the wind; 
however a strong current swept along the 
shore on the outgoing tide. After entering the 
water it wasn’t very long before we 
encountered some cuttlefish. It started with 
just a few individuals spread apart but soon 
they were all around courting one another. 
Cuttlefish are very interesting creatures, 
hovering just above the seafloor by simply 
waving their wings. The Cuttlefish were able 
to remain stationary in the water despite the 
strong current which forced most divers to 
hold onto rocks or kick continuously to 
prevent being washed away with the 
outgoing tide.  
 

       
 
One of the highlights of the dive was to see 
the cuttlefish mating, and one particular 
encounter attracted the attention of many 
divers. A small male was getting busy with a 
similar size female when suddenly out of the 
distance a very large male attempted to steal 
the female away from his smaller rival. He 
jumped upon the busy couple before 
forcefully separating the pair and then all 
three went their separate ways.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Many more mating events were observed by 
the divers with males jumping upon 
unsuspecting females and then taking them 
beneath a rocky outcrop for some privacy. 
Sometimes it appeared as though the males 
were going to eat the much smaller females 
as they would completely engulf the females 
inside their outspread tentacles.  

© Paul Bierman  



   
After about 30 to 40 minutes in the water 
most divers started to feel the cold and 
exited the water to warm up. After a break 
on the shore warming up and enjoying a few 
snacks a few divers decided to bear the cold 
again to see more of the cuttlefish, but most 
decided to call it a day and headed back to 
the caravan park for some relaxation. In the 
evening most of the divers enjoyed a nice 
pub meal at the Spencer Hotel followed by a 
few games of pool.  
 
On Sunday morning most divers got up early 
eager to enjoy another dive before returning 
to Adelaide, but were again disappointed by 
the weather. A select few of the keenest 
divers braved it to enjoy a final dive with the 
colourful creatures of the sea. Most however 
decided to return to Adelaide happy to have 
had at least one memorable experience 
observing the procreating cephalopods.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Photos by Paul Bierman, Matt Gibbs and 
Elizabeth Perkins 
 
 
 
 



A Whale of a Dive 
 

Paul Bierman 
 
On a cool, but calm June morning a small 
group of AUSC divers headed out for a dive 
at Northern Outer Reef. A great dive was 
had by all with divers encountering blue 
devils, boarfish, cuttlefish, old wives, 
moonlighters, bullseyes, crabs and more.  
 
On exiting the water all divers were satisfied 
on a great dive and glad they had braved the 
cold June morning to experience a great 
dive. Little did they know at that time that 
their day was about to get a lot better. All 
divers were back onboard Crayon, the 
anchor was pulled up and we were about 
half way back to the West Beach boat ramp 
when further out to the west a group of 
Humpback whales were spotted. The boat 
was quickly turned around and we headed 
back out to get a closer look and these giant 
mammals of the sea. The group of three 
Humpback whales, which included a 
juvenile, were heading north up Gulf St 
Vincent after being spotted earlier in the 
morning near Hallet Cove. The whales were 
keen to show off and put on a great show as 
they continually leaped out of the water. We 
followed the three whales for a short time, 
while remaining at a safe distance, until they 
continued their journey north.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The future of Rapid Bay 
 
Rapid Bay jetty is one of South Australia’s 
best and most well known diving and fishing 
sites and attracts divers and fishermen from 
all over the country. One of the main 
attractions of Rapid Bay jetty is the presence 
of the rich flora and fauna supported by the 
jetty. The mysterious leafy sea dragons are 
commonly encountered by divers below the 
jetty and the Rapid Bay jetty is considered 
one of the world’s best dive sites for 
observing the leafy sea dragon.  
 
The jetty was built in 1940 by BHP as part 
of the limestone and dolomite mine 
operating nearby. The jetty was last used 
commercially in 1990 however, and since 
then the state of the jetty has deteriorated to 
the point where it has become unsafe. The 
jetty was closed off to the public in 2003 
forcing divers to enter the water from the 
rocky shoreline and undergo extensive 
surface swims to reach the end of the jetty.    
 
The future of the jetty has been uncertain 
since its closure, with concerns that the jetty 
will be demolished destroying the habitat of 
many species, including the famous leafy sea 
dragon. However, in an article in The 
Advertiser in September 2006, the state 
government announced plans to build a new 
jetty next to the existing jetty providing 
access for fishermen and divers while 
preserving the existing jetty. In a follow up 
article in The Advertiser in June 2007 the 
state government announced that 
construction of the new $3.9 million steel 
and concrete jetty next to the existing jetty is 
to begin in November 2007.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The existing Rapid Bay jetty showing the 
fence preventing access for divers and 
fishermen to the jetty. Photo: 
www.news.com.au/adelaidenow 8/9/2006.    
 
 
 

 
 
The iconic leafy sea dragon is commonly 
found under the Rapid Bay jetty.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marine life of South Australia 
Ever been diving and been excited by the 
fish you have seen, but don’t know what 
they are? Well now is your chance to get to 
know some of the common and not so 
common fish of southern Australia. 
 

Western Blue Devil 
 

 
 
The western blue devil is found between 
WA and Vic and is commonly found on 
reefs and wrecks between 5 and 40 m deep. 
Immediately recognisable by its bright blue 
colour, the blue devil shows no fear towards 
divers and is almost as curious towards us as 
we are to them.  
 

Long-snouted Boarfish 
 

   
 
The long-snouted boarfish is the only 
species of boarfish commonly found in 
southern Australia and can be found all the 
way from Rottnest Island WA to Sydney and 

around Tasmania. It is recognisable by its 
oblique black stripes along its sides and its 
long snout. Be careful as its spines are 
venomous.   
 

Dusky Morwong (Strongfish) 
 

 
 
The dusky morwong is the largest of the 
morwong species and is found mostly on 
seagrass beds and reefs up to 30 m deep 
between WA and Vic. It grows up to 1.2 m 
long and adults have a uniform green-brown 
colour, while juveniles have brown spots on 
their upper body.  
 

Southern Goatfish (Red Mullet) 
 

 
 
The southern goatfish is found on exposed 
sand and reefs up to 40 m deep between WA 
and Vic and around Tasmania. The goatfish 
is easily identified by the two feelers below 
the chin used to search the sediments for 
prey. During the day goatfish are a green-



grey colour with a dark stripe along their 
sides. However at night time they 
remarkably change to a bright red colour, 
hence the name red mullet.  
 

Magpie Perch 
 

 
 
Magpie perch are found on reefs between 
WA and NSW and around Tasmania. They 
have two thick black bands across their sides 
and juveniles have a red tail, which gets 
darker as the fish matures. They feed on 
invertebrates that they suck off the bottom 
along with mouthfuls of sediment, which 
they later spit out.  
 

Moonlighter 
 

  
 
Moonlighters are found between WA and 
Vic on reefs up to 30 m deep. The 
moonlighter has a round body with black 
bands down its sides with yellow fins. They 

are commonly found in SA and found at 
most dive sites.  
 

Old Wife 
 

 
 
The Old Wife is found all the way from WA 
to QLD and is most commonly found in 
large schools but can also be found in pairs. 
They have two dorsal fins and black and 
white vertical stripes. Be careful as the 
spines of the first dorsal fin are venomous.  
 

Sea Sweep 
 

 
 
The sea sweep is found from WA to NSW 
and can grow up to 560 mm long. It has 
symmetrical anal and dorsal fins, a grey 
body, two faint stripes and yellow fins. Most 
commonly found in open water, but 
sometimes found above reefs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Globe fish (Porcupine fish) 
 

 
 
The globe fish is unmistakeable due to its 
dark back and white belly and yellow spines. 
When threatened the globe fish rapidly 
inflates its body into a sphere with its spines 
radiating outwards. It is found on reefs 
between WA and NSW and around Tas.  
 

Silver Drummer 
 

  
 
The silver drummer is usually found as 
solitary individuals but can be found in large 
schools. It has a silver body and grows up to 
860 mm long, but despite its large size it is 
considered inedible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black-banded sea perch 
 

 
 
The black-banded sea perch is found on 
sheltered reefs up to 35 m deep. It has four 
black stripes down its sides. It can vary in 
colour from pink, red, green, brown and 
white, but red is most common.  
 

Bullseyes 
 

 
 
There are many species of bullseyes found in 
southern Australia and they have large eyes 
which are used to locate their small prey.         
Bullseyes are one of the most abundant fish 
seen diving in southern Australia. They are 
found in large schools around reefs and 
wrecks.  
 
Pictures by Paul Bierman  
 
Information sourced from: 

Edgar, G. J. (1997). Australian Marine 
Life: the plants and animals of temperate 

waters, Reed Books. 
  
 



2008 Calendar Photo Competition 
 

�  Are you an underwater photographer? 
 

�  Do you have underwater photographs which characterise diving in South Australia? 
  

�  Would you like to share your photographs with others? 
 

If yes, then this competition is for you.  
 
The AUSC committee invite all AUSC members to submit their favourite underwater digital 
photographs for a chance to have your pictures published in the 2008 AUSC calendar.  
 
The AUSC wishes to put together a calendar which characterises diving in South Australia with 
photographs which best represent the South Australian marine environment.  
 
The competition is open to all current AUSC members and the only requirement is that the 
photographs be taken in SA.  
 
To submit your photos email them to paul.bierman@adelaide.edu.au by September 30th 2007.   
 
The twelve winning photographs will be chosen by the AUSC committee and will be published in 
the 2008 AUSC calendar which will be available for sale towards the end of the year.  
 
For more information contact Paul Bierman.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Spinach Cob Dip 
 

250g spinach 
 
1 Cup Sour Cream 
 
1 Cup Mayonnaise 
 
2 Spring Onions 
 
1 packet Spring Vegetable Soup 
 
1 Tablespoon Lemon Juice 
 
1 Cob Loaf 
 
Method: 
 

�  Roughly chop the spring onions and place in a blender with the sour cream, mayonnaise, 
vegetable soup, lemon juice and spinach 

 
�  Blend until dip is mixed through thoroughly.  Best if you do the night before.   

 
�  When ready to serve, remove the top of the cob loaf and pull bread out until you have a 

bowl.  Break the bread into reasonable size pieces.  Place cob loaf and bread pieces in a 
moderate oven until the cob is slightly crisp and the bread pieces are crispy.  

 
�   Pour the dip mixture into the cob loaf when cooled. 

 
�  Serve with the bread pieces and vegetables (ie carrot, celery, etc) if you like. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Disclaimer 
 
The opinions and comments expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club Inc, its officers or its members (the “AUSC”). Scuba 
diving in an inherently risky activity and no reader should act on the basis of any material contained 
in this newsletter without first obtaining appropriate instruction from a qualified scuba diving 
instructor. The AUSC expressly disclaims all and any liability to any person in respect of anything 
arising from or caused by any material published in this newsletter.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


