
 



Presidents Report for 2007 
Well another year has come to an end at 
the club and what an eventful year it has 
been! 
 
In the water: 
This year was a tough year for the club in 
the water. The engine failure of Stargazer 
early in the year and the trials associated 
with securing funding to replace it meant a 
considerable period where the clubs ability 
to take out divers was less than half. Such 
an extended period with only one boat was 
costly and unfortunate for the club. When 
funding was finally approved bad weather 
set in meaning little diving was able to take 
place. Despite these trials regular diving 
off Adelaide still occurred when possible 
along with the usual trips to Marion Bay, 
Coobowie, the South East and Whyalla. 
 
Again members took part in a range of 
training courses including Open Water, 
Rescue Diver and Deep Cavern (CDAA). 
Some of this training was facilitated by the 
club and only extends the range and level 
of skills held by club members. 
 
The clubs continued involvement with 
Reef Watch saw several training dives 
organized throughout the year. 
Involvement will continue this year with 
participation in Reef Watch’s Clean Up 
Australia Day activities, further training 
and survey’s of our adopted reef, Northern 
Outer. 
 
Out of the water: 
2007 was a year of big changes in the club 
with many members who had been heavily 
involved in the management of the club 
stepping back and allowing fresh ideas to 
flow or moving on to other things. This 
meant many positions on the committee 
being held by new people with varying 
degrees of experience. While there were 
considerable changes to deal with, the 
transition was relatively smooth and all 
have worked to see the continued success 
of the club. 
 

The club continued to seek outside funding 
in 2007 with a successful Active Clubs 
Grant of $5500 to overturn the clubs 
ageing contingent of tanks. With the sale 
of the old tanks and this successful grant, 
the club was able to purchase 25 brand 
new tanks which will put the club in good 
stead for the future. With the assistance of 
funding from the Sports Association the 
club also purchased a new trailer for 
Crayon allowing for safer and easier 
launching/retrieving of this boat. 
 
Safety training was also a focus with 7 
people completing the DAN oxygen 
training and another 5 completing their 
refresher course. Thank you on behalf of 
all club members to those who participated 
in this important course. A large group of 
members also took part in a Seamanship 
course (put on by the South Australian Sea 
Rescue Squadron), greatly improving their 
knowledge of boat handling. It is hoped 
these members will begin to take a much 
more active role in leading dives in the 
future. 
 
Due to the large and unexpected 
expenditure of replacing Stargazer’s motor 
the club was unable to go through with its 
plan to upgrade the banks compressor to a 
larger, fully automatic unit that will reduce 
greatly the workload required of members 
filling tanks and help the club increase 
activity without undue pressure on our tank 
fillers. Despite much expenditure 
throughout the year the club was able to 
retain its surpluses allowing this project to 
be undertaken in the coming year. 
 
The Future: 
The future of this club will always lie with 
its members and what they are willing to 
put into it. Those that get involved and see 
that things are done are a priceless part of 
this club and will see it grow in strength in 
the years to come. Our ability to provide 
the services, privileges and activities that 
we currently do can only continue with an 
active and involved membership. 
The clubs relationship with the Sports 
Association is ever changing with the 



Sports Association itself undergoing 
redirection and redefining of its role to 
clubs. It is hoped that this will become a 
much clearer and positive relationship in 
the years to come. 
 
Thoughtful and careful management of the 
club will always be essential to the clubs 
survival and each year the committee seeks 
to find people committed to offering 
significant contributions to the club. I 
doubt this year will be any different.  
 
The threat posed by the loss of the West 
Beach Facility unfortunately remains 
ongoing with little progress seen in 2007. 
With the Adelaide Airport now committing 
the land to sporting facilities I am hopeful 
that a more permanent arrangement can be 
secured in the coming year, removing what 
has seemed like the inevitable conclusion 
of having to move home. 
 
In Closing: 
Firstly I must thank the committee for all 
their help and support this year. While it 
has been a steep learning curve for 
everyone, all have made significant 
contributions to the committee and club. I 
must also thank all those people who have 
filled tanks, washed boats, towed boats, 
driven boats, taken gear in to be serviced, 
organised trips, helped behind the scenes 
and the list goes on. There are many tasks 
that need undertaking every week in a club 
like this and I am indebted to those who 
consistently and reliably see to these tasks. 
This club wouldn’t be possible without 
you! 
 
While there were many changes and trials 
throughout the year I believe the 
committee and the membership in general 
remains committed to ensuring this club 
has a long and vibrant future. 
 
Lizzie 
____ 
President  
Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club – 
2007/08 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christmas Coobowie Trip 
26th December 2007 – 2nd January 2008 

 
The annual AUSC Christmas trip to 
Coobowie is one of the most anticipated 
activities on the AUSC calendar. Divers 
began to arrive at the Adelaide University 
research station near Coobowie on 
December 26th and 27th 2007, prepared for 
an excellent week of diving. On the 
morning of December 27th the diving 
began with Stargazer and a boatload of 
divers departing Marion Bay to dive at The 
Gap and Haystacks. Wonderful weather 
allowed for a fantastic day, and week, of 
diving. Yorkes has a reputation for great 
marine life, and on this trip it did not 
disappoint. From the very first dive of the 
trip divers encountered the much sort after 
crayfish and abalone, as well as large 
numbers of fish such as boarfish, sweep, 
blue devils, leather jackets and the rarely 
seen blue grouper.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
On day two, Stargazer and Crayon were 
launched from the beach for a days diving 
at Pondalowie Bay. The first dive of the 
day took place at Royston Island at the 
northern end of Pondalowie bay. A gold 
mine for green and black lip abalone, 

divers quickly filled up their bag and boat 
limits of large abalone. Also found in 
abundance hiding amongst the natural 
rocky reef were numerous small crayfish. 
Despite most crayfish being too small to 
warrant chasing, a couple of large crayfish 
were found and caught. Divers also found 
a large octopus waiting for divers at the 
bottom of the anchor line. Dive two took 
place on the opposite side of the bay where 
divers investigated a new dive site, never 
previously dived by AUSC divers.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Day three and the boats once again 
launched from Marion Bay to dive The 
Gap and Haystacks. The third great day of 
weather in a row saw great diving once 
again. More abalone and crayfish were 
seen and a few lucky divers got to dive 
close up with sea lions and dolphins.  
 



 
 
On day four and five the weather was 
expected to deteriorate, so it was decided 
to leave the boats and dive some of the 
local jetties. Despite the forecasts for poor 
weather, good weather was experienced 
allowing for fantastic diving once again. 
Divers headed out to Wool Bay, Port Giles 
and Edithburgh where leafy seadragons 
and sea horses were found.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

New Years Eve celebrations began with a 
fantastic abalone soup cooked by Scuba 
Joe and Judy Wu. After entrée the group 
hit the town with dinner and drinks at the 
Coobowie Hotel. Following New Years 
celebrations most people left the peninsula 
to return to Adelaide, while a few keen 
divers kicked on for a few more days 
diving. Many thanks go out to everyone 
who helped out in organising the trip, 
towing boats, washing equipment, cleaning 
up and more.        
 

 
 
Paul Bierman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Great Barrier Reef – Cairns 
13th – 22nd January 2008 

 
In January 2008, after 4 years of diving in 
temperate Australia, I ventured to Cairns 
on my first diving adventure to the tropical 
waters of the Great Barrier Reef. I was 
really looking forward to diving in the 
warm tropical waters and observing the 
different marine life that the Great Barrier 
Reef has to offer. I organised myself a 5 
day 4 nights liveaboard trip through Deep 
Sea Divers Den (DSDD). On my first day I 
departed Cairns on the DSDD transfer 
boat, Reef Quest. The journey out to the 
reef took approximately 2 hours and was 
an interesting journey. There was a 
reasonable wind and we were travelling 
directly into the waves, which Reef Quest 
didn’t handle too well. The rough seas 
caused a large number of the passengers to 
become sea sick, more than half of the 40 
passengers became sick on the way out to 
the reef.  After we arrived at the reef, we 
were able to moor in the shelter of the reef, 
then after a short briefing, I was in the 
water for my first of many dives.  
 

 
 
Within the first 5 minutes I encountered 
my first turtle, lying on the sand 
underneath a small coral ledge. Although I 
don’t think he appreciated seeing me as 
much as I did him, as he was quick to 
swim away. This would be just the first of 
many turtles I was to see during the week.  
 

 
 
Not long after I also found my first 
anemone fish, or “Nemo”. In fact there 
were many anemone fish around with 
dozens of fish found hiding within their 
anemone homes each dive. The anemone 
fish were both curious and cautions, 
swimming out from the safety of the 
anemone homes to investigate the 
approaching diver, but quick to retreat 
when the diver became too close.   
 

 
 
Before my first dive was over I was also 
lucky enough to see my first white tip reef 
shark. Just before ascending to end the 
dive I stuck my head under an overhanging 
coral ledge to find a small white tip resting 
on the sand. He was as surprised to see me 
as I was to see him, and he quickly swam 
away, but not before I could get a quick 
photo.  
 



 
 
After a short surface interval with some 
lunch, it was back in the water for dive 
number two. More turtles, anemone fish, 
and sharks were seen on this dive. But this 
second dive also gave me a chance to get a 
closer look at some of the interesting 
corals I had never seen before.  
 

 
 
After two dives from the smaller boat I 
was transferred onto the larger liveaboard, 
Ocean Quest, which would be my home 
for the next 4 nights.  
 

 
 

I awoke bright and early on day two, eager 
to get back into the water for a 6 am dive. 
Just after jumping into the warm 29 ºC 
water I came across a large school of fish 
grouped together near the mooring line. 
Between 10 and 20 fish were huddled 

together forming a large school.  The fish 
were undeterred by my presence and 
allowed me to get a few close up pictures. 
These large fish remained in almost the 
same location throughout our dive and 
were extremely helpful for us when we 
were ready to surface, as they clearly 
marked where the mooring line was.   
 

 
 
Throughout my five days at sea I 
completed a total of 21 dives, with 
approximately 17 hours spent underwater. 
With the water temperature around 28 to 
29 °C I was able to dive for an hour 
without a wetsuit without feeling cold at 
all. Divers were able to complete up to five 
dives per day, with dives at 6 am, 9 am, 11 
am, 4 pm and a night dive at 8 pm.  
 
The early morning turned out to be the 
most interesting time of the day to dive. 
Diving immediately after sunrise enabled 
divers to observe both the night and day 
creatures at the same time. The daytime 
dives also provided great diving, with 
much more colour with the sun high in the 
sky. Whilst the night dives provided an 
extra level of excitement when a white tip 
reef shark swims nearby with only its 
glowing eyes visible.  
 
During my 5 days on the Great Barrier 
Reef I was able to see lots of different 
marine life that I hadn’t before 
encountered. There were numerous turtles, 
sharks and anemone fish, but also smaller 
numbers of wobbegongs, rays, eels, and 
even giant clams. Large schools of parrot 
fish were found everywhere, eating away 
at the corals producing a crunching sound 
that could be heard some distance away. 



There were also the small, colourful fish 
that lived within the safety of the coral 
formations. One of the largest fish was the 
giant trevally, which followed divers 
around during the night dives using their 
torchlight to hunt for small fish to prey 
upon. Despite my many attempts to help a 
trevally to an easy dinner, I was 
unsuccessful.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

My first dive trip to the Great Barrier Reef 
was truly an enjoyable experience, 
recommended for all divers looking to 
expand their diving experiences. I look 
forward to returning to dive there again 
soon.  
 
Paul Bierman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AUSC 2008 Calendar 
 
The Adelaide University Scuba Club has put together a calendar for 2008 with pictures that 
best represent diving in South Australia.  
 
Congratulations to the winning AUSC underwater photographers who have pictures chosen 
for the 2008 calendar. The AUSC members with pictures selected for the calendar are Steve 
Barber, Gary Perkins, Elizabeth Perkins, Scuba Joe, Paul Bierman and Kim Speziali.  
 
The 2008 AUSC calendar will be available for purchase from the club throughout 2008.  
 
The calendar is a fantastic way to add some colour to your office wall and remind you of the 
exciting marine life we have in South Australia. The calendar is also a wonderful gift for 
family and friends.  
 
For more information about the calendar visit the clubrooms of contact    
paul.bierman@adelaide.edu.au 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Disclaimer 
 
The opinions and comments expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club Inc, its officers or its members (the “AUSC”). 
Scuba diving in an inherently risky activity and no reader should act on the basis of any 
material contained in this newsletter without first obtaining appropriate instruction from a 
qualified scuba diving instructor. The AUSC expressly disclaims all and any liability to any 
person in respect of anything arising from or caused by any material published in this 
newsletter.   
 
 

 
 


