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Presidents Report 
 
The last few months have been hectic and 
eventful for the dive club. The end of March 
saw the clubs Annual General Meeting take 
place and many new faces taking on roles 
within the committee. Mike Lyas has 
continued on as Vice president, Nicki 
Shearing has taken over as Treasurer, new 
member Laura Klingberg has taken on 
secretary, Paul Bierman has joined the 
committee as newsletter editor, Philip Moore 
remains as boating officer with Jevon 
Hughes in charge of equipment, plus 2 new 
faces in the general committee positions 
being Tyson Gilbert and Michael Slade. 
Many thanks and congratulations to the 
committee of 2006 for all their hard work 
and for putting the club in such a great 
position for the coming year. I’d like to 
make a particular mention of Dave Fielder 
for his tireless efforts as president over the 
last two years, and his ongoing help this 
year. Please remember you don’t have to be 
on the committee to help out around the 
club! I welcome anyone who wants to 
become involved with dive club activities. 
It’s the contributions from volunteers that 
keep this club running strong. 
 
There have been a couple of trips away over 
the last few months with members heading 
down to Coobowie over the Adelaide Cup 
long weekend for some great shore dives 
including Wool Bay Jetty where plenty of 
Leafy Seadragons and Sea Horses were on 
offer. Then the annual Easter trip to Marion 
Bay came around with a fantastic trip had by 
all. Thanks to trip organiser Sladey for all 
the time he spent keeping things going 
throughout the trip. Check out his wrap up of 
the trip later in the newsletter. Unfortunately 
the motor on Stargazer suffered an 
unavoidable mechanical failure on the last 
day of the trip and has proved to be an 
ongoing issue since then. 
 
 

Locally the club has been heading out to 
many different local sites. Ladies and Gents 
day saw two full boats head out to Seacliff 
reef and other sites such as Northern Outer, 
Leather Jacket Alley, Broken Bottom and 
Milkies Reef have also been popular with 
members. Due to Stargazer still not being 
available the clubs capacity to take members 
out diving has been severely reduced. 
Resolving this issue has been slow due to 
drawn out efforts to seek some support from 
the Sports Association to get the boat back 
on the water. Stargazer should return to 
normal duties soon. 
 
I anticipate the next few months to be 
equally as busy for the club despite the 
weather cooling down. Things to look out 
for include the annual cocktail party (should 
be a devilish good time), Whyalla Cuttlefish 
trip and plenty more local diving!! 
 
Hope to see you under the water… 
 
Lizzie 
 
Lizzie Perkins  
President  
Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club  
Email president@adelaidescuba.com 
Mobile 0438 854 724 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Meet the AUSC Committee 2007/08 
 

President 
Elizabeth “Lizzie” Perkins 

 

 
 
Lizzie graduated from the University of 
Adelaide with an Honours degree in Science 
in 2005. She is currently in her second year 
of a PhD at the University of Adelaide 
focusing on the relationships and diversity of 
external parasites of marine fish. Lizzie 
joined the AUSC in 2005 and holds a PADI 
OW dive certification and has been trained 
by the CDAA at cavern and sinkhole levels. 
She is also a DAN O2 provider.  
 

Vice President 
Michael “Spaceman” Lyas 

 

 
 

After wanting to scuba dive for many years 
Mike did his PADI Open Water course in 
July 2005 while in Bali. While there he 
dived the famous Liberty wreck at Tulemben 

on Bali's North coast. Just after his trip he 
joined AUSC at the mid-year O'week. With 
the club Mike has completed the DAN 
Oxygen Providers course and Marine Radio 
course. He came onto the committee as a 
general member when a position became 
vacant in 2005, was Vice President in 2006 
and again this year. Mike has helped 
organised club events such as our O'week 
display in 2006 and AUSC comes to campus 
day. His favourite dive site is "The Gap" on 
the Yorke Peninsula. He is currently 
studying a B.Sc. (Space Science & 
Astrophysics) hence the nick name 
"Spaceman". For the future Mike is keen to 
do a seamanship course and start driving the 
club boats. Also he wants to take his diving 
further and hopes to complete a CDAA 
Cavern/Sinkhole course.  

 
Treasurer 

Nicole “Nicki” Shearing 
 

 
 

Nicki is currently studying a double degree 
in Law and International Studies at Flinders 
University.  She is also working as a law 
clerk in a small city law firm.  Nicki got her 
PADI OW dive certification in early 2006 
and joined AUSC soon after.  She is looking 
forward to extending her dive qualifications 
and becoming a cavern and sinkhole diver.  
Her favourite dive spot is the Gap at Marion 
Bay.  She is also a DAN O2 provider. 
 



 

Secretary  
Laura Klingberg 

 

 
 

Laura is in her second year at Adelaide 
University studying a Batchelor of Science 
and Planning to pursue work in the field of 
Geology/Environmental Science. Originally 
from Port Augusta, Laura spent three years 
at boarding school before moving out 
permanently for uni. Laura joined the AUSC 
in 2006 because she has always enjoyed 
water sports and this was one that she hadn’t 
yet tried. Laura always wanted to get her 
licence and joining the AUSC was a 
fantastic opportunity that she has thoroughly 
enjoyed. After joining the club in December 
last year Laura has only had the opportunity 
to dive the local sites, but so far her 
favourite site is the Glenelg Barge.    
 
 

Newsletter Editor  
Paul Bierman  

 

 
 

Paul graduated from Flinders University 
with an honours degree in Science 
(Oceanography and meteorology) in 2005. 
He is currently studying towards a PhD at 
Adelaide University investigating the 
interactions between aquaculture and the 
environment in Spencer Gulf. Paul first 
gained his PADI open water and advanced 
open water qualifications in 2004 and joined 
the AUSC in 2006. Since then Paul has also 
completed the DAN O2 course and the PADI 
Rescue Diver course. Paul has done all of his 
diving in SA, with his favourite dive site 
being Seacliff Reef, but hopes to travel and 
experience diving in other regions of 
Australia and the world in the near future.     
  
 

Equipment Officer 
Jevon Hughes 

 

 
 
Jevon is currently in his second year of 
studying Mechanical Engineering at 
Adelaide University. Jevon has been a 
member of AUSC for just 12 months and 
has been a committee member for half of 
that time. He learned to dive two years ago 
and has completed over 50 dives. His 
favourite dive site is Ewens Ponds at Mt 
Gambier.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Boating Officer 
Philip “Luddy” Moore 

 

 
 

Philip Moore, or Luddy as he is more 
commonly known, joined the club in 1999 
and has been one of the clubs most active 
members since. Philip’s favourite dive site is 
the Gap at Marion Bay.  
 

General Member 
Michael “Sladey” Slade  

 

 
 

Michael got his SSI Open Water Certificate 
in his 2003. Immediately after, he joined the 
AUSC and has been a member ever since. 
Sladey is studying a Bachelor of 
Engineering (Electrical and Electronic) with 
Adelaide Uni and is finishing what will 
hopefully be his final year (fingers crossed). 
Sladey loves diving at different sites around 
the state, with the Easter trip to Marion Bay 
this year being one of the favourite areas, 
especially “The Gap”.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Easter at Marion Bay 
 
Easter 2007 started for most on the Thursday 
afternoon with everyone packing up their 
cars and heading across to the Yorke 
Peninsula for 4 days of diving, drinking and 
eating. After setting up camp Thursday night 
and getting a good meal into the stomach, 
the talk soon turned to the diving that was 
ahead of us. With the weather forecast 
looking excellent, everyone was eager to get 
into the water. 
 
The first group of dives on the Friday 
morning headed out to the inside of 
Haystacks where most of the divers 
encountered the massive natural 
amphitheatre all at once, or so it seemed to 
me diving into the structure to see divers 
relaxing in the protection of the theatre, 
some going for crayfish (unsuccessfully) and 
Tim laying back on a rock just taking in the 
site! With plenty of marine life and swim 
throughs, it was a great welcome to Marion 
Bay diving. 
 

 
 
That afternoon, with the largish swell 
abating somewhat, a third and final dive for 
that day headed to The Gap. Now, The Gap 
had been talked up as one of the best dive 
sites in Australia (Andy G: “It is my 
FAVOURITE dive site EVER!”) and it 
didn’t disappoint. Within the first 10 minutes 
of the dive we encountered a massive blue 
groper, over 1 metre long, who was quite 
content to just let us watch. After Nicki had 

put her eyes back into her head, there was 
some abalone to pick, and some swim 
throughs to attempt. Going through massive 
tunnels for the first time was a highlight to 
me, as was seeing Trent get a stubborn 
abalone off a rock. We were reminded of his 
mistake until later that night. The Gap 
definitely lived up to the hype. There was 
also a few crayfish to be had.  
 

 
 
By Friday night we had 26 divers at the 
campground. Friday night saw Camp 69 get 
into full swing with everyone sitting around, 
sharing stories of the day. This is impressive 
in itself as by 8.30pm that night, all tanks 
were filled, banks were relatively full and all 
gear was washed and hung up thanks to the 
team spirit around the campground. 
 
Saturday morning saw the start of another 
beautiful day; however the swell coming 
around from Marion Bay was enough to 
squash the idea of a dive to Althorpe, with a 
Nicki sounding Noooooooo in the 
background. However, this just meant that 
we got another opportunity to dive at The 
Gap, my favourite dive site in Marion Bay. 



 

On the way around, with the boat still 
travelling, Ritter swears she saw a crayfish 
in the water, and decided to jump in after it. 
Surfacing without said crayfish, but with her 
hat and glasses still attached to her head 
made it just as impressive. Once at the actual 
dive site a few more crayfish were caught, 
and a torchless dive through “The Tunnel” 
was a highlight for me.  
 

 
 
In the afternoon, the third dive headed out to 
the inside of Haystacks again. Here the 
reports suggest that Carmel had had enough 
of the snare and caught her first cray bare 
handed! For the second time in as many 
nights, all the chores were again finished 
early, mostly due to Pup, who had to call of 
his diving for the day. It wouldn’t have been 
done without him. Saturday night saw the 
Easter Bunny arrive early and bring with 
him/her 5 more divers, including long lost 
Rissa, our new esteemed leader and two new 
people to the Easter Tradition, Grinner and 
Emily. Bubbles had arrived earlier that day 
in fine fashion, catching 2 crayfish from a 
shore dive after missing the last boat dive! 
 
When everyone arose Easter Sunday 
morning, not only had there been an diver 
shaped Easter Bunny leave eggs, it seemed 
he/she took the wind and swell with him/her. 
This meant only one thing, a dive to 
Althorpe! 

 
 
What a welcome to the new people! After a 
bumpy but bearable ride out, we were 
greeted with the seals around both points of 
the cove, including one high up on a ledge, 
and seeing it enter the water was a very 
entertaining experience for everyone, with 
people actually cheering him on! For the 
first half of the dive, not a seal was seen, 
however by the time all the divers had 
gathered at a large wall, no less than 14 seals 
were seen playing around the AUSC divers. 
They continued to be fascinated with us all 
the way up to the surface. A highlight for a 
Mr. Tim Murphy was being hit on by a 
frisky young female, who showed her 
affection by regurgitating an octopus and 
fish in front of Tim’s face. Reports from the 
other group of divers to go to Althorpe were 
just as impressive.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

With time running short, a trip to 
Chinaman’s Hat was next, where massive 
cuttlefish, crayfish and an octopus all made 
themselves know. The swim throughs were 
another highlight, as was the fact that 
Crayon somehow ended up with four extra 
divers on the anchor line. Stargazer must 
have felt hurt by the lack of attention and on 
the last dive on the day, with Stargazer 
packed to the brim with eager divers, she 
gave up the ghost on us, necessitating a tow 
back to Marion Bay with Crayon. However, 
the diving for the day was not done, and a 
shore dive the Chinaman’s Hat yielded a 
first Crayfish for Tyson and an interesting 
swim back for those involved. 
 

 
 
The final day saw most people start packing 
up early, but rumours were floating that 
there was a shore dive to a wreck called the 
Willyama.  So those of us who hadn’t had 
enough diving over the last 3 days headed 
out on an exploratory dive to the coal 
carrying, 100 year old steel steamer. It was 
only a shallow dive (5m) but a nice dive 
nonetheless, with tiny bullseye, large 
drummer and lots of wreckage strewn over a 

large area; it meant there were plenty of 
spots to explore.  
 
By the time we returned to the campground, 
everyone was almost packed up, and there 
was an air of disappointment that it was all 
over. However, there is only 12 months to 
the next Easter trip! 
 
A weekend like Easter doesn’t run as 
smoothly as it did without help. And I had 
heaps of it. Pup filled tanks and boat sat 
every day, and stepped in to help wherever 
he could, which was greatly appreciated with 
everyone. Nicki did a great job on the 
Thursday night organising all the money for 
the weekend, not having tea until late and 
having to put up with me changing my mind 
on things at the last minute. A big thanks to 
Dave F, Tim M, Eric, Mostyn, Dave 
Roberts, Plugz and Trent for boat sitting, 
handling and towing and also to Tyson and 
Carmel for sitting on Crayon and also 
getting some experience by driving the 
boats. Also needing to be thanked are Andy 
and Lesley, for keeping me sane and pointed 
in the right direction, helping to fill tanks on 
the hot and dusty hill and also for looking 
after Stargazer while she was towed back to 
Marion Bay. Ah to be a fly on the pontoons 
of that trip… 
 
Last but not least I would like to thank 
everyone who attended the Easter Trip. It 
was an awesome group of people, and I had 
a great weekend sharing stories and chatting 
with everyone. It really was easy when 
everyone was offering to boat sit, fill tanks 
and help out in any way they could.  Hope to 
see you all next year!! 
 
Michael Slade 
 
Photographs by Tim Murphy 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ANZAC Day at Rapid Bay 
 
ANZAC day public holiday saw a large 
contingent (18 in total!!) of AUSC divers 
head down to Rapid Bay Jetty for the day. 
Rapid Bay Jetty is located on the Fleurieu 
Peninsula, approximately 100 km south of 
Adelaide. The Jetty was closed in December 
of 2004 due to the Jetty degenerating and 
becoming derelict. Initially there was talk of 
demolishing the jetty but as it provides 
important habit for species like Sea dragons, 
late last year funding was put forward to 
rebuild the Jetty, safer and better than ever, 
while still protecting this important marine 
habitat. We await with great anticipation this 
new jetty!  

 
Despite the jetty being closed, divers can 
still enjoy a dive there by entering from the 
shore and partaking in a lengthy surface 
swim to get out to the T section of the jetty 
where the best diving takes place! I was 
fortunate enough to get to dive Rapid Bay 
Jetty when I first learnt to dive, a few years 
back now. I hadn’t made it back there since 
my course so was very excited to dive there 
again having gained significantly more 
diving experience since then!  

 

With warm weather and calm seas it was a 
perfect day for a dive and it looked like most 
of Adelaide’s divers thought so, with the car 
park packed with heaps of eager divers. 
Rapid Bay jetty is renowned for being a 
fantastic dive site and ANZAC day was no 
exception.  
 

 
 
Divers were treated to large schools of fish, 
nudibranchs, cuttlefish, blennies and both 
Leafy and Weedy Sea dragons. The Leafy 
and Weedy Sea dragons attracted plenty of 
attention (though they may not have 
appreciated it!) with divers lining up to take 
photos! I highly recommend this dive site 
and is a must do for those who haven’t yet 
had the chance to see Leafy and Weedy Sea 
dragons. Look out for when the club heads 
down there again. 
 

 
 
Elizabeth Perkins 



 

Dive Sites 
 

The Glenelg Dredge and Barge and are two 
of the most frequently dived sites along the 
Adelaide coastline. They are located nearby 
to each other in approximately 20 metres of 
water roughly 5 – 6 km west of the West 
Beach boat ramp. They contain abundant life 
ranging from the copious amounts of 
bullseyes, leatherjackets and cuttlefish to the 
rarer wobbegongs and bluedevils.   
 

Glenelg Dredge (South Australian) 
 
The ‘South Australian’ as it is officially 
known, or simply ‘the Dredge’ as it is now 
more commonly known, was once a working 
dredge. Built in Holland in 1911, it served 
for over 70 years employed mostly in the 
dredging of Port Adelaide and Outer 
Harbour. The Dredge was decommissioned 
in 1984 and then sunk in its current location 
6.5 km off the coast on January 16th 1985 by 
the Department of Fisheries to act as an 
artificial reef.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo and information sourced from  
www.environment.sa.gov.au/heritage/ships_graveyards/histories  

 
The Dredge sits upright on the seafloor in 
approximately 20m of water, with the deck 
at about 14m and the bow facing towards the 
south. The wreck is approximately 40 m 
long and 9 m wide and can easily be 
explored in 30 to 40 minutes. Cuttlefish can 
be commonly found patrolling the seafloor 
underneath the wreck as can wobbegongs on 
occasions.  

 

 
 
Guarding the stern of the Dredge are large 
schools of bullseyes and large numbers of 
old wives, leatherjackets and moonlighters 
are also commonly encountered. The wreck 
is also alive with colour with starfish and 
nudibranchs found living upon the wreck.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

The Dredge contains a number of openings 
and the inside of the wreck can be penetrated 
and explored by the more experienced and 
suitably qualified divers, however this is not 
recommended for the less experienced.  
 

 
 
Overall the Dredge is an interesting dive 
site, it is a safe and relatively easy dive for 
the beginning diver, however it still 
continues to impress even after dozens of 
dives and night diving provides the 
opportunity to see some of the creatures not 
commonly observed during the day.  
 

Glenelg Barge 
 
The No. 3 Hopper Barge, or ‘the Glenelg 
Barge’ as it is more commonly known, was 
built in Sydney in 1911 and was used to 
transport soil dredged from Port Adelaide 
further out to sea. It was scuttled and sunk 
3.6 nautical miles offshore from Glenelg 
near the Glenelg tire reef on the 10th of April 
1984 to act as an artificial reef.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo and information sourced from  

www.environment.sa.gov.au/heritage/ships_graveyards/histories  

The Barge is approximately 42m long and 
8m wide and sits in 20 m of water and is a 
short distance away from the Glenelg 
Dredge. A line of star droppers line the path 
between the two wrecks and it is possible to 
swim between the two wrecks. Like the 
Dredge, there is always abundant life at the 
Barge. Large schools of leatherjackets are 
often encountered circling above the wreck. 
 

 
 
There are also plenty of other fish to become 
acquainted with at the Barge. It is common 
to swim through large schools of bullseyes 
or be stalked by an inquisitive moonlighter. 
Often it is possible to come face to face with 
slightly larger fish such as the friendly 
Dusky Morwong or Strongfish.  
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
It is possible to safely swim inside the large 
hoppers of the Barge, but be careful not to 
stir up to much silt. The Barge is a similar 
dive to the Dredge, however provides 
enough variation to remain a very interesting 
dive. 
 
Paul Bierman  
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Crazy as a Catfish 
 
A guy who lives at Lake   Macquarie (50 
miles north of Gosford) saw a ball bouncing 
around kind of strange in the lake and went 
to investigate. It turned out to be a flathead 
catfish who had obviously tried to swallow a 
basketball which became stuck in its 
mouth!! The fish was totally exhausted from 
trying to Dive, but unable to because the ball 
would always bring him back up to the 
surface. The bloke tried numerous times to 
get the ball out, but was unsuccessful. He 
finally had his wife cut the ball in order to 
deflate it and release the hungry catfish. 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Thanks to Dave Fielder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

Disclaimer 
 
The opinions and comments expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club Inc, its officers or its members (the “AUSC”). Scuba 
diving in an inherently risky activity and no reader should act on the basis of any material 
contained in this newsletter without first obtaining appropriate instruction from a qualified scuba 
diving instructor. The AUSC expressly disclaims all and any liability to any person in respect of 
anything arising from or caused by any material published in this newsletter.   
 
 

 


