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Presidents Report 
 
It has been an exciting and busy few months 
for the club. Unfortunately Stargazer was off 
the water for an extended period while the 
club secured a new motor for it. But recently 
it returned to the water with a bigger and 
better motor and has been taking out dives 
most weekends since then. With both boats 
back on the water and the weather warming 
up there has been plenty of diving 
happening. It’s great to see so many people 
coming back out after a cold and wild 
winter. The water is only getting warmer so 
if you haven’t made it back out yet be sure 
to soon! Dives have been heading out to all 
the regular sites of West Beach and over the 
last few weekends we’ve also been getting 
down to O’Sullivans and up to North Haven 
for some great wreck dives on the Sea Wolf 
and Lumb and the Norma and John Robb. 
Night dives have also started back up 
heading out either Tuesday or Wednesday 
each week. With a bunch of people offering 
to boat sit to avoid the split dive it’s been a 
great way to spend a weeknight. There have 
also been non diving activities happening 
with a few members participating in a 
seamanship course recently. It will be great 
to have some more boat handlers around the 
club. Keep an eye out for an upcoming DAN 
Oxygen provision course also. This course 
teaches the correct way to deliver oxygen in 
the event of a diving incident and it’s always 
good to have lots of oxygen providers 
around the club. 
 
There has also been plenty happening 
around the clubrooms other than diving. The 
club held a working bee awhile back and the 
clubrooms have been in top shape since 
then. Thanks to all the volunteers who 
turned up on the day. There have also been 
some other big equipment purchases this 
year. Crayon recently had its trailer replaced 
for a brand new one with the help of some 
funding from the Sports Association. The 
boat is now much easier to launch and 

retrieve! The other major purchase which 
should arrive shortly is a brand new 
contingent of scuba tanks. With the help of a 
successful Active Club Grant earlier this 
year the club will be replacing all its tanks 
and the old ones are now up for sale. Can’t 
wait until they arrive! 
 
The club will just be getting busier and 
busier over the next few months with plenty 
of dives heading out. The Christmas trip is 
fast approaching and dives are heading out 
every Saturday and Sunday so no excuse to 
not be out diving! With things getting busy 
there is always more to do around the 
clubrooms including boat washing and tank 
filling. Thanks to all those who continue to 
donate their time to see that all these things 
get done and so we can all get out diving! 
 
 
Hope to see you under the water… 
 
Lizzie 
 
Lizzie Perkins  
President  
Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club  
Email president@adelaidescuba.com 
Mobile 0438 854 724 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
South Australian Sea Rescue  

Seamanship Course 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recently 12 AUSC members took part in the 
Sea Rescue Seamanship Course. This is a 
fantastic course that gives a very detailed 
and comprehensive overview of the 
knowledge required to safely handle boats. 
While getting a boat license simply requires 
a written test, being able to confidently 
handle a boat requires a little more 
education. I actually obtained my boat 
license some time ago but have never 
handled boats since getting it. I was very 
interested to learn more so as to be able to 
start driving the club boats and taking out 
dives. The Sea Rescue course is usually run 
over 8 weeks every Thursday night but 
fortunately, despite being flat out with 
courses, the guys at Sea Rescue got together 
to take us through the course over 2 intense 
weekends. 
 
The course includes, well… just about 
everything! We learnt about reading charts, 
avoiding collisions, navigational marks, 
anchoring a boat, weather and tides and the 
list goes on. Highlights included getting the 
opportunity to set off some flares and 
learning the various boat knots. On the final 
day we got a chance to see how to park the 
boat at a pontoon and we also got to head 
out in Sea Rescue 1 for a bit of tour around 
the metropolitan Adelaide coast. Some 
people almost got to go on a rescue on Sea 

Rescue 1 but were dropped off back at West 
Beach at the last minute! 
 
This course is exceptionally well run (and 
entertaining!) and I must say a big thanks to 
Sea Rescue for managing to squeeze us in 
for what was an excellent course. Everyone 
learnt a lot and it will be great to see all of 
those who attended out driving and learning 
how to handle the club boats. Watch out for 
another Seamanship course next year and 
also some other courses including 
Navigation and Radio. 
 
Lizzie Perkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reef Watch 
 
Reef Watch is an exciting community based 
volunteer environmental monitoring 
program, coordinated by the Conservation 
Council of South Australia, to monitor the 
health of South Australia’s marine 
environment. Reef Watch gathers data about 
the marine environment to analyse the status 
of the ecosystems health and to determine 
action for their protection. Recreational 
divers play an important role in the 
collection of information on the health of the 
marine ecosystems and are vital part of the 
Reef Watch program. Reef Watch also 
increases community awareness of the issues 
facing the marine environment leading to a 
greater protection and management of the 
environment. 
 
South Australia’s marine environment is 
truly unique. In SA 85% of fish species, 
95% of molluscs and 90% of echinoderms 
(sea stars and sea urchins) are endemic to 
temperate Australia, meaning they are found 
no where else in the world. However there 
are a number of threats potentially impacting 
upon our beloved marine environment. The 
major threats to the South Australian coastal 
marine environment are: turbidity and 
sedimentation, nutrient enrichment, 
toxicants, coastal developments, pollution, 
over fishing, and opportunistic and exotic 
taxa. These threats can have a number of 
negative affects for marine environments 
including reducing light for photosynthesis, 
promoting potentially harmful algal blooms, 
changing habitats and reducing biodiversity.  
 
To understand the effects of these threats 
upon the marine environment the ecosystem 
health is monitored. The term ecosystem 
health refers to how the ecosystem compares 
to a pristine ecosystem unaffected by human 
impacts. Signs that represent poor ecosystem 
health or distress include a shift to smaller 

organisms, reduced diversity, increased 
weedy or exotic species, shortened food 
chain lengths, altered energy flow and 
nutrient cycling, increased disease 
prevalence,  and reduced stability. Continual 
monitoring is required over time to 
determine whether the ecosystem is 
operating as it should or whether concerning 
impacts are occurring.  
 
To monitor the ecosystem health on South 
Australia’s temperate reef ecosystems Reef 
Watch requires the support of volunteer 
recreational divers to survey the reefs and 
collect data. Reef Watch provides free 
training for divers to learn the survey 
methodology, which provides divers with 
the necessary skills to monitor the marine 
environment. Once trained, divers are able to 
take part in surveying the fish, invertebrate 
and algal communities of the South 
Australian reefs. Becoming a Reef Watch 
survey diver will not only assist Reef Watch 
in monitoring the marine environment, but 
you will also develop your own skills and 
knowledge. As a Reef Watch diver you can 
make a significant contribution to the 
conservation and protection of the marine 
environment to ensure the environment we 
love to explore remains for future 
generations to enjoy also.    
 
Many AUSC divers have taken part in Reef 
Watch training and been involved in reef 
surveys. AUSC divers are encouraged to 
undertake Reef Watch training to not only 
assist Reef Watch in the surveying of South 
Australia’s reef ecosystems, but to extend 
their own knowledge of the marine 
environment.  
 
To find out more about Reef Watch visit 
www.reefwatch.asn.au       
 
  

 



Adelaide’s top dive sites 
 
Introduction 
 
South Australia is blest with a number of 
interesting and diverse dive sites and diving 
in South Australia is a unique experience 
unlike that found anywhere else in the 
world. Along the coastline of Adelaide a 
range of different diving locations can be 
found. A large number of wrecks are found 
dotted along the coast, both ships that have 
run aground and also retired vessels 
deliberately sunk to create artificial reefs for 
divers to explore. These wrecks create 
habitats for many creatures and act as a hub 
for the congregation of the local marine life. 
Each wreck has its own characteristics, from 
the intact and easily accessible wrecks of the 
Dredge and Barge to the broken and often 
hard to locate wrecks such as the Norma and 
John Robb. Also located along Adelaide’s 
coastline are a number of reefs, from natural 
reefs such as Seacliff, Aldinga and 
Noarlunga to artificial tire reefs at Glenelg 
and Grange. Like the wrecks, each reef 
provides its own individual diving 
experience. The natural reefs provide a 
series of ledges and caves that attract a 
diverse array of interesting marine creatures 
and the artificial tyre reefs act as a point of 
congregation for the larger fish. This article 
reviews the commonly dived dive sites that 
are located along the Adelaide metropolitan 
coastline to allow readers to understand the 
attractions, similarities and differences of 
each dive site. The map provides the readers 
with a visualization of where each dive site 
is located.  
 
Wrecks 
 
1. The South Australian (The Dredge) 
 
The Glenelg Dredge, or the South Australian 
as it is officially called, is located just over 6 
km west of the west beach boat ramp. The 
intact wreck lies on the sand at a depth of 20 

m with the deck at approximately 14 m. The 
Dredge was intentionally sunk in January 
1985 to act as an artificial reef. Forty metres 
long and 9 metres wide the Dredge can be 
explored in approximately 30 to 40 minutes. 
There are a number of openings into which 
suitably experienced divers can enter the 
wreck for further exploration. Large 
numbers of bullseyes, moonlighters, old 
wives, and leather jackets are commonly 
encountered circling around the wreck with 
smaller numbers of dusky morwongs, 
bluedevils, and cuttlefish on occasions. The 
wreck is covered in colourful sponges, sea 
squirts and ascidians, with a plentiful supply 
of starfish and often nudibrachs to be seen. 
 

 
 
2. The Glenelg Barge 
 
Located just a short distance away from the 
Glenelg Dredge, the Barge, which was sunk 
in April 1984, is 42 metres long and 8 
metres wide and sits on the seafloor at 20 
metres. The Barge supports similar marine 
life to the Dredge, with leatherjackets and 
bullseyes always in abundance and a large 
amount of marine life such as sponges and 
ascidians living on the hull. Unlike the 
Dredge which is mostly enclosed with small 
openings to penetrate below the deck, the 
Barge is open and it is possible to safely 
swim inside the hoppers, however there are 
large amounts of silt accumulated at the 
bottom of the hoppers. The Dredge and 
Barge are located just 80 metres apart and 
can be dived together by following the line 
of star droppers connecting the port bow of 
each wreck.  
 



 
 
3. MV Seawolf     
 
The Seawolf is located nearby to the Lumb 
approximately 2 km offshore from 
Noarlunga reef accessible from O’Sullivans 
Beach boat ramp in Adelaide’s south. The 
Seawolf lies on its side, with starboard side 
down at a maximum depth of around 20 
metres. The Seawolf was an old fishing 
trawler and was sunk by in 2002 to become 
an artificial reef.  The wreck is 32 metres 
long and there exists a number of openings 
into which experienced divers can penetrate 
and explore. The entire wreck is encrusted 
with growth. There exists a plethora of 
organisms growing upon the wreck such as 
sponges and sea squirts, as well as a large 
number of fish species upon the wreck and 
nearby tire reef. The wreck is very colourful 
and has more sponges, sea squirts and 
ascidians than the Barge or Dredge but fewer 
schools of fish.   
 

 
 
4. HA Lumb 
       
The Lumb is located close to the Seawolf, 
west of Noarlunga. The Lumb sits upright on 
the seafloor which is at approximately 20 
metres and the deck sits at about 14 metres. 

The two wrecks are just are short distance 
away and can be dived together on the same 
dive. A line of droppers connects the wrecks. 
Much the same marine life can be seen at the 
Lumb as at the Seawolf.  
 

 
 
5. John Robb 
 
The John Robb is located 14 km offshore 
west of Outer Harbour in Adelaide’s north. 
The John Robb was an old iron ship built in 
1879, she sank in 1954 after colliding with a 
tug on its way into Port Adelaide. The 
remains of the ship are broken apart and 
spread over a small area. On the wreck you 
can find the usual fish such as old wives and 
bullseyes, but you can also find some less 
common creatures such as stingrays, spider 
crabs and even eels. The wreck can be very 
hard to find due to the broken nature of the 
wreck and very good weather is required due 
to the distance from shore.  

 

 
 
6. Norma 
 
The Norma can be found offshore from 
North Haven near Port Adelaide. The Norma 
was a 4 mask barque which sank in 1907. 
After she sank the masts were just below the 



surface of the water and caused problems for 
shipping and so authorities blew the wreck 
apart. Now the Norma is mostly just an array 
of iron and fittings spread about on the 
seafloor. The water depth is 15 m and very 
large schools of old wives and bullseyes 
patrol the wreck. Wobbegongs are 
commonly found lurking amongst the 
rubble.  
 

 
 
7. HMAS Hobart 
 
The HMAS Hobart is an ex-Australian navy 
destroyer sunk in 2002 a short distance 
offshore from Wirrinna marina on the 
Fleurieu Peninsula, approximately 1 hour 
drive south of Adelaide. The wreck sits on 
the sand at a depth of 30 m and the ship 
extends up to just 6 m below the surface. 
The Hobart is a very large ship compared to 
the other wrecks found in South Australian 
waters, she is 133 m long and 14 m wide. 
There are many large openings into the ship 
and numerous rooms to explore inside the 
ship. Most openings are large and safe for 
most divers to explore and there are also 
smaller entrances and rooms for the more 
adventurous and experienced. Divers can 
search the wreck for bunks, toilets, laundry 
and the captain’s chair. The shear size of the 
ship means that there will still be new places 
to explore even after many dives. There are 
large tidal currents in the region and the 
wreck should only be dived and slack tide 
for diver safety.  

 
 

8. Stanvac Barges 
 
The Stanvac Barges consist of 3 barges sunk 
in 1963 to become an artificial reef. The 3 
barges sit within 100 m of each other and 
can be found out from the end of the jetty of 
the Port Stanvac oil refinery. The barges are 
simply open barges without any 
penetrations, however there is lots of fish 
life including but not limited to boarfish, 
whiting, snapper and often wobbegongs.  
 
Reefs 
 
9. Port Noarlunga 
 
Port Noarlunga reef and jetty can be found 
in the south of Adelaide. The rocky reef runs 
parallel to the coastline in a north-south 
direction with the jetty extending from the 
shore to meet the reef in the centre. The 
maximum water depth is about 8 metres, but 
at most places along the reef the maximum 
depth is around 5 m. The top of the reef 
breaks the surface of the water at low tides, 
but becomes submerged at high tide. Port 
Noarlunga is possibly the most dived 
location in South Australia due to the ease of 
the dive and its accessibility. Schools of old 
wives, bullseyes and zebra fish congregate 
near to the jetty pylons and appear 
undeterred by the presence of divers. 
Echinoderms are always in abundance at 
Noarlunga with many varieties of starfish, 
sea urchins and sea cucumbers frequently 
found on the reef.  
 



 
 
10. Seacliff Reef 
 
Seacliff reef consists of a rocky ledge 
approximately 1 m high that runs in a north-
south direction at a depth of 12 metres. 
Seacliff is a great dive for seeing large 
numbers of fish. Large schools of old wives 
are always present and the moonlighters 
follow divers around in curiosity. It’s a great 
location to find blue devils, leather jackets, 
cuttlefish and blue swimmer crabs. Due to 
the shallow depth divers can stay down for 
over an hour and there will always be 
enough to keep divers interested for this 
time.  
 

 
 
11. Northern Outer Reef 
   
Northern Outer Reef is a similar reef to 
Seacliff, although at a depth of 20 m it is 
slightly deeper. The reef is a series of rocky 
ledges upon which sponges and sea squirts 
grow and under which fish congregate. 
Similar fish can be found as at Seacliff, large 
schools of old wives, bullseyes and whiting. 
Smaller numbers of moonlighters, silver 
drummers, gurnard perch, cuttlefish and blue 
swimmer crabs. Lots of colour can be seen 

with various starfish and sea urchins and soft 
corals living on the reef.  
 

 
 
12. Aldinga Reef 
 
Aldinga reef is a fantastic natural reef 
located south of Adelaide. Just a short 
distance from the shore, the reef consists of a 
drop off where the depth changes from less 
than 5 metres up to 17 metres. Kelp is found 
growing on shallower sections of the reef, 
while down below there are large amounts of 
organisms such as sponges, sea squirts and 
soft corals. The abundance of fish observed 
at Aldinga is amazing, greater than any other 
dive site along the metropolitan coastline. 
All the regular species are found, such as 
moonlighters, silver drummers, leather 
jackets, and bullseyes, but at Aldinga you 
can encounter some other species less 
frequently observed at other locations, such 
as various types of wrasse, scalyfin, 
zebrafish, and herring cale.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



13. Glenelg, 14. Grange and 15. Noarlunga 
Tyre Reefs 
 
Glenelg, Grange and Noarlunga tyre reefs 
are artificial reefs consisting of bundles of 
tyres placed on the seafloor to act as a point 
of congregation for fish, and hence attracting 
divers and fishermen. The old car tyres are 
connected together to form little pyramids 
onto which encrusting organisms grow 
attracting the larger fish. The tires are alive 
with the colour of the algal and organisms 
growing on the structures and the starfish, 
sea urchins and nudibranchs climbing on and 
inside the tires. Schools of old wives, 
bullseyes, whiting, and leather jackets can be 
found and often blue swimmer crabs and 
cuttlefish as well. Like most dive sites in 
South Australia they are much better in good 
weather when the sun is shining and the 
water is clear to allow the full colours to be 
observed. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

ID Dive Site 
1 Dredge 
2 Barge 
3 Seawolf 
4 Lumb 
5 John Robb 
6 Norma 
7 HMAS Hobart 
8 Stanvac Barges 
9 Port Noarlunga 
10 Seacliff 
11 Northern Outer 
12 Aldinga 
13 Glenelg Tyre Reef 
14 Grange Tyre Reef 
15 Noarlunga Tyre Reef 



AUSC 2008 Calendar 
 
The Adelaide University Scuba Club has put together a calendar for 2008 with pictures that best 
represent diving in South Australia.  
 
Congratulations to the winning AUSC underwater photographers who have pictures chosen for 
the 2008 calendar. The AUSC members with pictures selected for the calendar are Steve Barber, 
Gary Perkins, Scuba Joe, Paul Bierman and Kim Speziali.  
 
The 2008 AUSC calendar will be available for purchase from the club throughout December 
2007 and early 2008.  
 
The calendar is a fantastic way to add some colour to your office wall and remind you of the 
exciting marine life we have in South Australia. The calendar is also a wonderful gift for family 
and friends.  
 
For more information about the calendar contact paul.bierman@adelaide.edu.au 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Disclaimer 
 
The opinions and comments expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the Adelaide University Scuba Diving Club Inc, its officers or its members (the “AUSC”). Scuba 
diving in an inherently risky activity and no reader should act on the basis of any material 
contained in this newsletter without first obtaining appropriate instruction from a qualified scuba 
diving instructor. The AUSC expressly disclaims all and any liability to any person in respect of 
anything arising from or caused by any material published in this newsletter.   
 
 

 
 


